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Travel	Cost
$22.09

Surplus
$14.65

Daytrip

Travel	Cost Surplus

Travel	Cost	
$194.41

Surplus	
$410.64

Overnight

Travel	Cost Surplus

If parking or day-use costs $15, many visitors might 
elect not to go to the beach. 

For the average stay of four nights, this leaves just 
$102.66 a night for lodging. 

TRAVEL	COST	MODEL	OF	VALUE	AND	COST	OF	BEACH	VISITS

We used a travel cost model to calculate the value of trips to the beach. We found the average day trip had a 
total value of $36.74 with travel to the coast costing $22.09, not including expenses at the beach, leaving a
surplus of $14.65. We found the average overnight trip of four nights had a total value of $605.05, with travel
costing $194.41, not including lodging, leaving a surplus of $410.64. Please see our report for details.



Hotel	rooms	closed	on	the	coast	since	1989.
Source:	California	Coastal	Commission.



Who doesn’t visit the coast or beach in California? 

• 18% of Californians visit the coast or beach less than once a year

• 5 to 7% of Californians never visit the coast

• 1 out of 5 of those Californians live in the Central Valley

• Half live in households with income under $60,000 a year

• Half of them are Latino

• Half of them are foreign born

• A third of them are unfamiliar with coastal amenities
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CONCERN	ABOUT	NEGATIVE	INTERACTIONS	WITH	LAW	ENFORCEMENT

LACK	OF	PUBLIC	TRANSPORTATION	OPTIONS

GETTING	TIME	OFF	WORK

I	CAN’T	SWIM

LACK	OF	AFFORDABLE	OPTIONS	TO	STAY	OVERNIGHT

PHYSICAL	IMPAIRMENT	PREVENTS	ME	FROM	GOING	TO	THE	COAST	OR	BEACH

COST	TO	VISIT	THE	BEACH

AVAILABILITY	AND	COST	OF	PARKING

MY	FRIENDS	AND	FAMILY	DON’T	GO	TO	THE	COAST	OR	BEACH

AMOUNT	OF	TIME	IT	TAKES	TO	TRAVEL	TO	THE	COAST

Why	Don't	You	Go	to	the	Beach	More	Often?	
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• Focus legislative and executive branch attention on 
the beach

• Change the narrative on coastal access to be more 
inclusive

• Increase the supply of low-cost overnight 
accommodations

• Enhance public transportation options
• Recognize the importance of affordable parking
• Support groups that are changing the culture of 

access to the coast

Recommendations



Brown Girl Surf, Oakland

CAUSE, Oxnard

Outdoor Outreach, San Diego





Jon Christensen
UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability
jonchristensen@ioes.ucla.edu
650-759-6534



Q&A and Discussion


